
 

 Case decision March 1, 
2005:   

ROPER VS SIMMONS: 
 

As stated in the New York 
Times, the Supreme Court has 
struck down the death penalty 
for juvenile killers saying it is 
unconstitutionally cruel.  Jus-
tices ruled 5-4 that the Consti-
tution forbids executing any-
one for a crime committed 
before the age of 18.  This will 
affect 19 states and will turn 
over the death sentences of 
about 70 juvenile murderers.  
Justice Anthony Kennedy cites 
a “national consensus” against 
this practice.   

(quote from LA Times) 

 
February 25, 2005 

ROLLIE VS KEMNA, et.al. 
 

The 8th Circuit Appeals Court 
in St. Louis reinstated a lawsuit 
by an  inmate against prison 
officials for failure to protect 
and retaliation claims.  This 
case was originally thrown out 
of court by US District Judge 
Fernando Gaitan in KC.   
The Court of Appeals ordered 
a lower court to reconsider 
this case.  The lawsuit alleges 
inmates were forced to share 
cells with inmates deemed 
more dangerous, regardless of 
threat level or security rating.   
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tant step in the flow of a bill.  
Public hearings are held in the 
house and in the senate and 
this is where one can have the 
opportunity to change or mod-
ify the bill—to speak up and be 
heard.   
 The prison populations has 
more than doubled in the last 
10 years.  The cost of incar-
ceration is 500 million dollars. 
The annual federal prison 
budget is $4.6 billion.  It costs 
$8,000 a year for an ankle 
bracelet.  It costs $22,000 a 
year to incarcerate each non-
violent drug offender, yet only 
$7,829 to educate one child.  
Polls show that Americans 
favor drug treatment programs 
and community service for 
nonviolent offenders rather 
than mandatory minimums.  
Being tough on crime is a waste 
of money—it carries a social 
cost as well as a human cost.  
Face to face contact with legis-
lators works—it holds them 
accountable.  Politicians don’t 
care about what’s “fair”—
because it doesn’t affect them 
personally.  Appeal to the aver-
age person with money: How 
much it costs to keep a person 
in prison.  Then ask: “Who’s 

raising the children?  Family 
Services?” 
 Finally, we were reminded 
about the power of the media 
and to connect with commu-
nity organizations, neighbor-
hood associations, etc., in or-
der to reach the public with 
these important issues. 
 Towards the end of the 
meeting, Peter informed us that 
63% of people in this country 
have a family member affected 
by drug and alcohol abuse.  Jan 
added, “You don’t get rid of 
the disease by locking it up—
you treat it.” 
  

For anyone wishing find out more 
about FAMM and the cost-bearing 
issues connected with mandatory 
minimums, contact: 
 

Jan Wood 
PO Box 30304 

Kansas City, MO 64112 
(816) 803-3457 

 

E-mail: janrwood@hotmail.com 

FAMM Website: www.famm.org 
 

Suggested reading: 
“Arresting the Overflow”, a research study 
on Missouri’s Correctional System, co-
authored by Senator Harold Caskey. 
 

(Statistics and other facts were provided by 
FAMM and came from such sources as 
Peter D. Hart Research 2002, Bureau of 
Prisons, 2004, National Education Associa-
tion, 2003.) 

~ By Dolores Owen 
 

 The issue is “economic” not 
“justice” and the way to appeal 
to legislators is to give them 
“political cover”.   Jan Wood 
and Peter Ninemyer hosted the 
meeting and the guest speaker 
was Missouri Senator Harold 
Caskey, who co-sponsored      
SB 0005—a sentencing reform 
bill signed by Gov. Bob Holden 
in 2003. 
 As the meeting began, Jan 
and Peter told us FAMM would 
“put you in front of your legis-
lator and hold him account-
able”.  They would show us 
how.  The way you appeal to 
politicians is to give them the 
negatives in the way of costs.  
Every politician is afraid of ap-
pearing “soft on crime”, but if 
you show them how costly and 
wasteful it is to continue with 
the “throw-away the-key-
mentality”, it gives them the 
political cover they need to get 
onboard.  Show them reports 
on polls that favor your issue 
and you will have their atten-
tion. 
 Senator Caskey explained 
the process of the making of a 
bill and told us that committee 
hearings are the most impor-
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 My name is Colleen Sipes, the 
new Medical Coordinator for  
Missouri Cure.  I am a Registered 
Nurse and have been a nurse for 
more than 21 years. I have worked 
in hospitals, nursing homes, home 
health, doctors offices, and even 
the DOC over the last 21 years.   
I currently co-own a nursing service 
in Farmington, MO, and have been 
in business for 6 years.  I am sure 
many of you have questions and 
concerns related to Medical/Health 
care in the Department of Correc-
tions.   
 Please contact me through  
Missouri Cure and I will assist you 
with the resources you need to get 
the answers you want. 

~ Colleen Sipes       

 Currently we have over 600 

people in our database, but many 

are not paid members.  We want 

to continue to spread the word, 

but cannot do so without your 

support. 

 Membership with Missouri 

CURE also includes receiving the 

quarterly newsletter from Na-

tional CURE! 

 As our committees expand to 

work on specific issues, let us 

know how you can help or which 
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ADVOCACY DAY 

 Join Missouri CURE on March 9, 

2005, in Jefferson City to meet with 

legislators.  MASW Criminal Justice 

Task force is meeting at  10 a.m. in 

basement of the    Capitol, House 

Hearing Room 5, to discuss pending 

bills and the budget with invited 

speakers.  Advocates will then be 

able to visit with their legislators.  

Advocates from St. Louis FAMM 

chapter will also be in attendance.   

For more information,  

contact 314-578-8899. 

ANGELA’S VOICE 

 Hello again everyone... Sadly at 

this point it looks as I have no new 

news to report to you   regarding 

MOSOP. I know each of you have 

many questions about this program. 

I will continue to follow any new 

legislature and contact all the de-

partment heads. Please, feel free to 

contact me with any questions or 

concerns at our P.O. Box. 

                    

                    ~ Angela 

KAIROS OUTSIDE 

 Kairos Outside-Missouri is a 

ministry of Christian people dedi-

cated to women who have a 

family member incarcerated.  

Kairos Outside is a weekend 

retreat intended to help 

strengthen families.  There is no 

cost to participants.  The next 

retreat is April 29-May 1, 2005.  

 

For information, contact:  

314-241-8062 or Missouri CURE. 
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“Help prevent the Flu and Its Complications.” 
 

 Good health habits will protect you and others from getting sick.  Washing your hands with soap and 
water often, will help protect you from the flu germs.  Flu germs are often spread when a person 
touches something that is contaminated with germs and then touches his or her eyes, nose or mouth.  
 Telephones in the wings of the housing units are covered with flu and cold germs.  While it is nearly 
impossible to clean the telephone prior to using it each time, be sure to wash your hands after getting 
off the phone.  Try not to put your mouth directly onto the mouthpiece of the phone when talking to 
your family.  Door handles and door knobs are another source of germs so remember to wash your 
hands frequently and do so before touching your eyes, nose or mouth.  Cover your mouth and nose 
with Kleenex or paper towel or toilet tissue when coughing or sneezing.  This will help keep those 
around you from getting sick.  Remember to discard the Kleenex when you are through with it.   
 If you do become ill, avoid close contact, when possible, with other people.  If you have managed not 
to become ill, avoid contact, when possible, with those who are.  If you are aged 65 and older or have 
asthma, chronic bronchitis, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, emphysema or other respiratory 
conditions, it is always the best practice to get the flu vaccine. 

you would like to join. 

 We continue to need strong 

committee and families to be-

come involved.  Contact us if you 

are interested!  

 Due to lack of interest, family 

support groups are not being 

scheduled at this time.   

 

If you prefer to receive your  

newsletter by e-mail, let us know at 

missouricure@hotmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Refer 10 other people to join  
Missouri CURE and receive a  
one-year membership FREE!  

Make sure they list your name under  
“How did you hear …” 

JOIN Missouri CURE TODAY!  

Date: _________ 

Name/ID#:  ______________________ 

Facility:  _________________________ 

Address:  _______________________ 

City:  __________________________ 

State:  ____________  Zip: _________ 

Phone: _________________________ 

Email:  __________________________ 

 

(Please check the annual membership type) 
 

� OFFENDER $2.00 (stamps if applicable) 
 

� INDIVIDUAL $10.00 
 

� LIFETIME $100.00 
 

� SPONSOR _________ 
 

How did you hear about Missouri CURE? 

_______________________________ 

Stanley Hall is scheduled for 
execution on March 16, 2005 
at 12:01 a.m.  The candlelight 
vigil for Stanley will be held at 
11:00 p.m. to 12:01 a.m. the 
evening before the execution 
outside the Potosi prison. 
 

VIGILS CANCELED IF  
COMMUTATION OR STAY 
 

For more information on  
vigils and prayer services,  

visit the websites listed below for  
EMCADP or WMCADP. 

 

 www.mindspring.com/~emcadp 
 

http://home.kc.rr.com/wmcadp/ 

Vigils and Prayer Services: 
 

⇒ Cape Girardeau 
8:30 p.m. vigil in front of  
Academic Hall - SEMO campus 
 

⇒ Columbia  
5:00-6:00 p.m. vigil 
Boone Co. Courthouse 
10 p.m. carpool to Jefferson City 
 

6:30 p.m. prayer vigil 
St. Lukes U. M. Church  
204 E. Ash 
 

⇒ Jefferson City 
11:00 p.m. - 12:01 a.m. vigil  
High Street across from the Su-
preme Court Building 
 

10:30 p.m. prayer vigil  
St. Peter’s Catholic Church 

⇒ Kansas City    
4:30-5:30 p.m. vigil  (WMCADP) 
J.C. Nichols Fountain (Plaza)  
 

⇒ Springfield 
7:00-7:30 p.m. prayer service 
St. Agnes Cathedral 
533 S. Jefferson 
 

⇒ St. Louis 
7:30-8:00 p.m. prayer service St. 
John’s Catholic Church 
15 Council Plaza 
(Pine & 17th Sts. downtown  
St. Louis (MASK) 
 

8:30-9:00 p.m. vigil  (BMCADP) 
College Church  
Grand & Lindell  
9:00 p.m. carpool to Potosi 

TO PROTEST 
 

You can protest  
the execution by asking 
Governor Matt Blunt  

to commute  
the sentence. 

 

Matt Blunt 
State Capitol, Box 720 

Jefferson City, MO 65101 
573-751-3222 

fax 573-751-1495 
 

Toll-free in  
Kansas City:  816-889-3186 

 

St. Louis: 314-340-6900 
 

Remember that  
handwritten letters  
are most effective. 

Spiritual Update 
 

 Our Spiritual Coordinator  

contacted Lawrence Morganfeld, 

Supervisor of Religious/Spiritual  

Programming within the DOC.  

He was very interested in  

learning more about Missouri 

CURE and is very interested to 

meet with us.  If you would like 

certain issues to be discussed, 

please send c/o Loretta to  

Missouri CURE.   

FREE FREE FREE FREE 

OFFEROFFEROFFEROFFER 



 

missouricure@hotmail.com 

We’re on the web: 

www.missouricure.org 

March 7: Criminal Justice Task Force 

 Kansas City:  7pm at St. Luke’s United Church of Christ at 727 N. Main, Independence 

 For more information contact Sara Boyd at 816-453-2499 

 

March 9: MASW (Missouri Association for Social Welfare) ADVOCACY DAY!!! 

 Jefferson City:  10:00am – 1:30pm at House Hearing Room 5 in the basement  

                       of the Capitol.  Missouri CURE and FAMM will be in attendance. 

                       For more information, contact Diana Moore at 1-888-634-2901 

 

March 15:  Candlelight vigils protesting the execution of Stanley Hall.  Details insides. 
 

March 17:   FAMM (Families Against Mandatory Minimums) 

 St. Louis: 6-8 pm at 3017 Park Avenue    
 

March 19: FAMM (Families Against Mandatory Minimums)   

 Kansas City: 1pm at Pentecostal Church of God in Christ 

 For more information contact Melvin Strong at 816-763-4367    
 

March 24: WMCADP (Western Missouri Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty)  

 Kansas City:  7pm at Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church at 2310 E. Linwood Blvd.  

  For more information contact Cathleen Burnett at 816-756-0911 
 

March 17: EMCADP (Eastern Missouri Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty) 

 St. Louis:  7pm at ACLU at 4557 Laclede Avenue.   

 For more information contact Mary Mifflin at 314-385-8344 

 

April 28 WMCADP Fundraiser (see inset) 

 

April 30- 

May 1:     KAIROS OUTSIDE  

DATE TO RENEW 

                                                                                                                                              ~ By Paula Skillicorn 
 

 Last month, I had an opportunity to meet with the new Department of Corrections director, Larry 
Crawford, at his office in Jefferson City. Mr. Crawford graciously agreed to meet with me to discuss Mis-
souri CURE and our desire to be more involved in decisions, especially those that involve visiting and the 
new transition program. 
As CURE’s representative, I discussed Missouri Cure's role in representing inmates, their families and 
friends and pointed out that we have been involved in several positive efforts with the DOC under the 
past two directors. I noted that we believe it is important that Missouri remain in the forefront of correc-
tional policies in this country, and raised my own concern about Gov. Matt Blunt’s recent actions and his 
comment that prisons are penal institutions. This, as we all know, is a throwback to criminal justice phi-
losophies of many decades ago, when prisons were, indeed, penitentiaries. Modern criminal justice phi-
losophies acknowledge the fact that 97% of Missouri inmates eventually will be released and that correc-
tional centers are charged with preparing those men and women for productive, non-criminal lives on the 
outside. 
 Mr. Crawford said he supports the transition program and the need for positive activities for offenders. 
As for the recent removal of video games, he does not oppose offenders having video games, but sees no 
reason that those games should be violent and anti-social in nature. 
 I asked that Missouri CURE have regular meetings with DOC administrators to provide unique insight 
into issues. I also asked that we be included on committees, suggested we need a liaison group to improve 
family/DOC relations, and pointed out that that the changes in 2001 were beneficial, but prisons again are 
doing their own thing when it comes to visiting policies.    
 Mr. Crawford said he is still learning about the system and that he plans to visit each institution. I asked 
him to meet with inmates during those visits to discuss positive programs. When he mentioned budget 
cuts, I explained that inmates at PCC developed and currently run several positive programs themselves. 
Offenders with a volunteer in corrections as a sponsor can run most programs. Since these programs do 
not cut into the budget, there should be no reason to eliminate them or prevent development of more.  
 Mr. Crawford said he could not immediately give me an answer on Missouri CURE’s involvement in 
DOC committees or policies. Overall, he seems approachable (his staff calls him open-minded). He said he 
supports the new transition programs and understands the need to help offenders re-enter society suc-
cessfully. He volunteered that he opposes long sentences (at least in many cases). However, he does sup-
port limiting or denying visits between children and sex offenders who have molested children.  
 He said that when he finds a replacement for George Lombardi, he might ask that person liaison with us 
and handle some of our concerns.  The point of this meeting was to familiarize Mr. Crawford with our 
organization, share with him our mission, and establish a more effective venue in which to address our 
concerns. This was not a meeting to hash out specific concerns. Our hope is that we can establish a regu-
lar dialogue with Mr. Crawford and other administrators and work with them to resolve problems and 
continue positive changes in Missouri prisons. 

NEW DIRECTOR FOR DOCNEW DIRECTOR FOR DOCNEW DIRECTOR FOR DOCNEW DIRECTOR FOR DOC    
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"If only there were evil 

people somewhere, 

Insidiously committing  

evil deeds, and it were 

necessary only to separate 

them from the rest of us  

and destroy them.  

 

But the line dividing  

good and evil cuts  

through the heart of  

every human being.  

 

And who is willing  

to destroy a piece  

of his own heart?" 

 

~ Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
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Around Town 4 CURE is NOT a service organization; CURE has NO legal services. 

CURE is an all-volunteer non-profit criminal justice advocacy organization. 
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Contact Missouri CURE for more details 
A WMCADP Fundraiser 

"The Exonerated" 
at the  

 

Unicorn Theater 
Thursday, April 28th  

at 8:00 p.m. 
 

See what  

The New York  

Times calls  

"the best play  

of the year." 
 
 

Tickets are available  
at the WMCADP  
office for $30.00. 

 
 

SPACE IS LIMITED  
GET YOUR  

TICKETS NOW! 
 

Ticket Price includes  
an invitation to  

a dessert reception 

ATTENTION!  When joining Missouri Cure you will receive a state newsletter every three 
to four months.  You will be put on National Cure’s mailing list and you will receive a quarterly 
newsletter.  To renew you subscription with Missouri Cure you must send payment directly to 
Missouri Cure.   If payment is received by National Cure, it will be considered a donation. 


